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The Society of Consulting Marine 

Engineers and Ship Surveyors
An M.C.A. Appointed Certifying Authority

202 Lambeth Road, London SE1 7JW

National: Tel 020 7261 0869 Fax 020 7261 0871

International: Tel +(44) 20 7261 0869 Fax +(44) 20 7261 0871

Email: sec@scmshq.org   Website: http://www.scmshq.org

Address all correspondence to The Secretary

A Meeting of the Council

Held in Society’s Office, 27th February 2004.

In Attendance

	Mr. Kjell Nilsen-Nygaard, President
	Captain John Banister

	Mr. Norman Finlay
	Mr. Jim Lauder

	Mr. John Lillie
	Mr. Dave Spence

	Mr. David Walker
	Captain Paul Owen, Secretary


In Memoriam

The President requested all present to stand for a moments silence in memory of those departed since the last meeting:

Mike Iveson FCMS and Jim Curran FCMS.

Apologies

	Mr. Keith Atkinson
	Mr. Charles Bliault
	Mr. Euan Davidson

	Mr. E. Ian Green
	Mr. Geof Heaps
	Mr. Ross Hunter

	Captain John Knott
	Mr. Bill Matkin
	Mr. Maurice Perrin

	Mr. Bruce Smith
	Captain Chris Spencer
	Mr. Eric Walker

	Captain John Wallace
	
	


1. Confirmation of minutes to last meeting

Euan Davidson had reported on last minutes as follows:

Andie Duncan’s passing was commemorated during the minute silence at the Council Meeting held in Edinburgh on 9th May, not the October meeting.

Confirmation of minutes to previous meeting – During discussion on this topic there was some discussion regarding the succession to the Presidency in the light of a possible conflict of interest for the incoming President for 2004/2005, and various proposals were put forward to overcome this problem.

MCA Matters – Under this topic it as also confirmed the SCMS had received MCA approval for the issue of Tonnage Measurement Certificates with John Wallace as the designated signatory.

John Banister proposed and Kjell Nilsen-Nygaard seconded that with the above additions the minutes were a true record.

2. Matters Arising

· Working Party on Expanding Disciplines Eligible for Membership.

Norman Finlay reported that he had been sounding out opinions on this subject, and that the consensus was that experts within their own field in the marine area should be admitted to membership and that the existing rules were not a barrier to this course of action. It was agreed we should not advertise that we are looking for members, but through word of mouth is best method to recruit.

No other matters raised that were not included under current agenda

3. Report from Finance Committee

The Budget Manager, John Banister, drew attention to the budget sheet which showed the 2003 budget, the actual figures for end of year together with the agreed budget for 2004. he commented that the accommodation costs in the budget should be increased to £5,500 to take account of the additional office space which was now in use, although The Marine Society had not yet presented the amended lease agreement for signature. Norman Finlay spoke on the expected income from MCA work commenting that he thought the budget was a little optimistic.

John Banister then explained the figures in the Auditor’s Report advising that Finance Committee had examined the report and recommends that Council accept the report. There was some discussion of the members £1-00 guarantee and where this originated from. It was proposed by Jim Lauder and seconded by Norman Finlay that the Auditor’s Report be accepted, agreed.

John Banister then drew attention to the letter from the Auditors which brought additional two matters to the attention of Council – PAYE and the self employed status of the Secretary, it was agreed that Council were satisfied as to the self employed status of the Secretary. The second matter concerned an anomaly in the computerised accounting system of the Society where the figure for Historical Balancing was far in excess (>£20,000) of the figure for the previous year. This did not affect the current Audit Report. The Secretary undertook to investigate and correct this problem, reporting results to the next Finance Committee.

Finally, Council were asked to nominate two Auditors to audit the Benevolent Funds for 2003 for presentation to the AGM. It was agreed that Jim Lauder and John Banister be appointed as the Auditors.

4. Membership

Applications all recommended by London District

1. Igor Sikic (Croatia) – agreed full Member

2. Matthew Vincent Fenton (USA) – agreed full Member 

3. Glen T. Jones (Singapore) – agreed transfer from Associate to full Member

4. David Byrne MCMS (UK) – agreed transfer from Member to Fellow.

The current situation of Member numbers was distributed in a table, it was noted that whilst total numbers were stable, there had been a shift in the balance from full Members towards non-practicing Members.

Alan Carney MCMS whose annual subscriptions for 2003 and 2004 were in arrears was discussed, he had made a proposal to assist the Society by forming a Division in Singapore. Council agreed that while they welcomed his proposal to form a Division, they could not agree to allow this in lieu of subscriptions. It was agreed that Mr. Carney would be allowed until the end of March to pay his outstand subscriptions for both years, otherwise he would be deemed to have resigned.

5. MCA Matters 

The MCA Coordinator, Norman Finlay, provided an update on the Harmonised Code, the consultation exercise had commenced and the Society had received a copy for comment. It will be brought to the attention of the Examiners.

Advertising was discussed and it was agreed that the Society should advertise in the Maritime Journal in particular as an MCA Approved certifying Authority.

A table showing the current number of vessels registered with the Society was distributed, the total continues to slowly increase.

MCA Audit – Norman Finlay took the meeting though the report and some discussion ensued. Action will be taken as required and the MCA advised accordingly.

It was agreed that the next Small Craft Working Group (MCA) should be held as soon as possible and the Secretary agreed to organise this.

6. Presidential Activities

The President reported that there had been no events since the last meeting.

7. Invitation for Joint Conference with NAMS 

After some discussion, and noting that London District did not so recommend, the Council decided that it may be of great benefit to the Society to support a Joint Conference with NAMS and asked the Secretary to contact NAMS and enquire what would be required of the Society.

8. NewsLINK

A report from the Editor was distributed to the meeting. Issue 12 cost £300 to publish with the postage costing £294, giving a total cost of £594. Expected advertising revenue is £520. The Council offered their congratulations to the Editor on a sterling effort.

9. Society’s Web Site

The Secretary reported that the next updating exercise for member details was imminent. It was agreed that the schedule for the London District Buffet lectures should be added to the website.

10. Any Other Business

· The Society had received an Invitation to become a Representative Member of the Association of Average Adjusters, costs £175-00 + Vat. After a short discussion it was agreed that the Society should take up this offer.

· Dave Spence informed that:

1. The NW District Annual Dinner Dance will be held on Saturday 17th April in the Chester Moat House Hotel, he extended an invitation to the President and Secretary, and their partners, and Peter Hicks. Dress – Black Tie, accommodation on the Saturday night was included.

2. The NW District Spring lecture will be held on 14th May – subject: ISPS Code, speaker Phil Anderson.

3. He told members about a new initiative - Mersey Maritime - and explained the work they are doing with the long term goal to have a Maritime University in Liverpool. He asked agreement for the NW District to join. After discussion it was agreed that the NW District should join for one year with a view to the Society as a whole joining after that period, subject to the experience of NW District during the first year. Proposed by Norman Finlay and seconded by John Banister, agreed.

· Asian Marine Surveying and Loss Prevention Forum

The Secretary reported on his meeting with Mark Borkett in Hong Kong and the results of the second Forum and requested agreement to support the next Forum (planned for the Autumn in Singapore). This was agreed.

11. Date of Next Meeting

The next Council meeting and AGM will be held on Friday 23rd April at the Society’s Headquarters.


