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The Society of Consulting Marine 

Engineers and Ship Surveyors
An M.C.A. Appointed Certifying Authority

202 Lambeth Road, London SE1 7JW

National: Tel 020 7261 0869 Fax 020 7261 0871

International: Tel +(44) 20 7261 0869 Fax +(44) 20 7261 0871

Email: sec@scmshq.org   Website: http://www.scmshq.org

Address all correspondence to The Secretary

A Meeting of the Council

Held in Society’s Office, 3rd October 2003

In Attendance

	Mr. Kjell Nilsen-Nygaard, President
	Capt. John Wallace

	Mr. Norman Finlay
	Mr. Eric Walker

	Mr. Euan Davidson
	Capt. John Banister

	Capt. Paul Owen, Secretary
	Mr. Peter Hicks (Immediate Past Sec)


In Memorium

The President requested all present to stand for a moments silence in memory of those departed since the last meeting:

Andie Duncan, PP & FCMS, Andrew Sinclair PP & FCMS.

Apologies

	Mr. Charles Bliault
	Mr. Jim Lauder

	Capt. John Knott
	Capt. Chris Spencer

	Mr. Ross Hunter
	Mr. David Walker

	Mr. Maurice Perrin
	Mr Ian Green

	Mr. Mike Iveson
	Mr. Geof Heaps

	Mr. John Lillie
	Mr. Bruce Smith

	Mr. Dave Spence
	


1. Confirmation of minutes to last meeting

Minutes to the last meeting had been circulated to all Councillors via mail and the Society’s Web Site - Council area.  There were two points of clarification by Euan Davidson:

1. He pointed out that for Item 8 the short description of individual Councillors had been proposed by Bruce Smith not by him, and

2. Under Item 11, (2 year Presidencies) he corrected that although it had been discussed there had been no agreement. 

Other than these two point the minutes proposed by Kjell Nilsen-Nygaard and seconded by John Banister were a true record.

2. Matters Arising

Working Party on Expanding Disciplines Eligible for Membership, Norman Finlay apologised for the lack of progress but reported that he had been in discussions with various people to explore the possibilities. It was noted that London District has made progress in recommending an Electrical Consultant. The subject would be carried over to next Council meeting.

3. Report from Finance Committee

The Budget Manager, John Banister, explained the proposed Budget for 2004 to Council, Finance Committee recommended the proposed Budget for 2004.   John Wallace commended the good work by the Finance Committee and the Secretary. Approval of the 2004 Budget was proposed by John Wallace and seconded by Norman Finlay, agreed.

The Finance Committee recommended no increase in membership Subscriptions for 2004, this was proposed by John Banister and seconded by John Wallace, agreed unanimously.

The Finance Committee supported the proposal for additional office accommodation on basis of around £2,000 per annum and synchronisation of lease dates. (See item 9 later).

The subject of secretary’s fees was discussed in his absence. It was agreed that the increase in the Budget for this item for 2004 would be £600 for the year for the whole Secretariat, the Secretary to allocate as appropriate.

Norman Finlay advised that the cost of the PI Insurance for the current year was a particularly good deal and he could not be sure that this relatively low cost could be repeated next year.

4. Membership

New Applications (all recommended by London District):

1. Steffano Rossi – agreed full Member.

2. Syed Ismael Shah - agreed full Member.

3. Robert Lamont Watson – accept as Associate Member due to lack of actual experience in consultancy role, no problem with academic qualifications.

4. Jayakumar Balasingham - agreed full Member (to list under ‘J’ in directory).

5. Mike Martyn-Johns - agreed full Member.

6. Min Ming Huang - agreed transfer to Fellowship.

Membership Numbers

The Secretary reported the following valid for 3rd October 2003:

Hon Member or Fellow

2

Life Member or Fellow

9

Fellow



71

Member



223

Non Practicing


81

Associates



8

Affiliates



6

Total Membership
400

Recruitment 

Following information from Bobby Vaid, MCMS, our only Member in India, a discussion took place on the subject of reduced membership fees. There was a suggestion for a reduced subscription rate for members in the countries listed plus Croatia, Philippines and China (see Annex 1) be accepted. Also as a first step we try to make inroads into India, the level of fees to be 50% of current fees, for Associate Members and above, the fee and country to be subject to annual review, the above Proposed by John Wallace and Seconded by Euan Davidson. After consideration of all submissions, the majority voted in agreement.

5. MCA Matters

The following matters were reported by Norman Finlay, the MCA Co-ordinator: 

Harmonisation of the Codes was unlikely before next year. One problem arising is that damage stability continues for Work Boats until new code is issued even for New Buildings, so he will approach MCA with a view to requesting the issuing of Load Line Exemptions on the basis of our Code Certification. 

Including the Work Boat Code into the Harmonised Code is causing difficulties. More vessels are now working overseas which is also causing problems. The Irish MCA do not accept the Code, so a meeting with Chief Surveyor of the Irish Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources was arranged, any vessel that carries persons other than the crew is classed as a passenger vessel, no exemptions are permitted. They now accept the Code and after a satisfactory inspection they will issue a passenger certificate. 

A new European Freight Code is being introduced for vessels under 24m and a voluntary Code for vessels that do not need to be coded at present, in the interim we are issuing a Safety Certificate to such vessels, we have the blessing of the MCA for this procedure. 

John Wallace informed that he had redesigned the Code Certificates in preparation for the introduction of the Harmonised Code and Norman Finlay confirmed it had been shown to Claude Hamilton of MCA. (The new code will be named Small Vessel Code). 

Number of vessels (18/9/03).

SCV  
140

Police Boats
15

Work Boats
216

Pilot Boats
10

NDP Vessels
12

Sub Total
393

Modified WB correction
-29

Total V/L’s Registered
364

John Wallace recounted the official launch ceremony of Workboat “Wasp II” in Herne Bay which is certificated by the Society.

Euan Davidson on behalf of Council extended thanks to Norman Finlay for all his efforts on MCA Code work.

6. Presidential Activities

The President informed that he had received an invitation to the British Association of Cargo Surveyors Annual Lunch, John Wallace has agreed to represent the President at this event. John Wallace had also represented the Society at the IMO World Maritime Day during September.

7. NewsLink

The President expressed thanks and admiration for what the Editor has achieved with NewsLINK. 

Euan Davidson (Editor) explained the progress with NewsLINK including its placement on the Website. He reiterated that NewsLINK is important for the members but must be relevant for what they want and he requires more feedback. The articles cover the gamut from small craft and yachts up to VLCCs. Costs are approximately £300 per issue and then forwarded to London, where distribution costs are £250 to £350 per issue depending on weight, total costs are £550 – £650 per issue. Advertising revenue for issue 8-£515 9-£380 10-£305 11-£470. Rates are £60 per page, £35 half page, £110 double page. He welcomed any contributions and encouraged all present to send him leads for new advertising. 

There is an option to receive via email or post with the NewsLINK now included on the Society’s Website. He pointed out that there was another email only publication called Newslink. 

John Wallace once again thanked Euan for his work.

8. Society’s Web Site

The Secretary provided an update, some members Firms are now included in a special section, as mentioned earlier the NewsLINK is also now available on the website.

9. Office Accommodation

The Secretary outlined the offer received from our landlords The Marine Society, whereby we have the option to increase the office space by occupying the adjacent smaller office for an additional amount of around £2,000 per annum including services charge. He explained why this was desirable in particular because of the records we are required to keep by the MCA and the fact that the overspill into the central area of the current office accommodation was increasing, was not very secure and may cause difficulties in the future with new tenants expected in other offices. Norman Finlay proposed we take up this offer, this was seconded by John Wallace and agreed. Norman Finlay further proposed that the completion dates of any leases should be synchronised, this was seconded by John Banister and unanimously agreed.

10. Annual Dinner

The Secretary informed of the arrangements in place for the Annual Dinner, there were 66 paying guests and 12 non paying, this would results in a reduction in the loss made for this event which was an important objective.

The Main Speaker had pulled out at short notice, however, a replacement had been found from DNV’s London Office, Mr. Martin Crawford-Brunt.

11. Any Other Business

Norman Finlay suggested the Society purchase a copy of Lloyds Register, possibly a second hand version – which could be auctioned off at end of year when a fresh copy could be purchased, this would make the information available to Society Members by various means. It is on a CD as well which, comes with the books. After some discussion Norman Finlay proposed that the Society purchase an up to date issue of Lloyds Register for use of Society members with a fee of £5 per inquiry, to be sold off at end of year and a new copy purchased. Seconded by Euan Davidson, agreed unanimously.

John Wallace informed that Margaret Duncan had been in contact with him concerning Andie Duncan’s reference books which she has offered to the Society. The Secretary agreed to make contact with Margaret Duncan to thank her and agree to her offer, John Banister offered to arrange for the collection of the books.

There had been little progress in the updating of the  Society’s Book, which raised the question of what to. The Secretary agreed to speak with Keith Atkinson to review the situation and decide what needed to be done. 

The Secretary advised of his travel plans for next few months, November 5, 6 & 7 in Cork Ireland, February first two weeks in Hong Kong, visit to Buenos Aires during the first half of next year. John Wallace advised he would be pleased to assist with processing Code certificates during such periods. 

12. Date of Next Meeting

Friday 27th February.
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